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CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0336 
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SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA CONTINUES STAKE OUT HEADLINE 
POSITION AT SC 

1. DESPITE URGENCY WITH WHICH SARG TREATING MOUNTING 
LEBANESE CRISIS, SYRIAN MEDIA CONTINUES TO PEATURE 
IMPORTANCE OP SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE AND TO PREDICT 
SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN VICTORY. 

2. AL-BAATH "SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT" IN NEW YORK 

INDICATED THAT ’’VICTORY" MAY BE MORAL RATHER THAN PRACTICAL, 
NOTING POSSIBILITY OP US VETO, HE COMMENTED IT "WOULD 
CHANGE NOTHING BECAUSE IMPORTANT THING IS TO OBTAIN 
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY APPROVAL OP DRAFT RESOLUTION, 
ESPECIALLY EUROPEAN MAJORITY, IN WHICH CASE AMERICAN 
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BEAR COMPLETE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSEQUENCES OE 
EAILURE OE DRAET RES. SYRIA AND ARAB NATION WOULD 
THEN ACHIEVE GREAT DIPLOMATIC VICTORY - RECOGNITION 
BY OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS." 

3. ANOTHER AL-BAATH COLUMNIST REITERATED VIEW THAT 
U.S. VETO WOULD "PROVE" AMERICA "NOT SINCERE" IN 
STRIVING EOR JUST AND DURABLE PEACE, THAT U.S. SIMPLY 
MANEUVERING TO GAIN TIME UNTIL AMERICAN ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN, THAT SINAI II HAD UNDERMINED ARAB 
SOLIDARITY AND AIDED "ZIONIST EXPANSIONIST CAMPAIGN", 

AND THAT U.S. EVINCING CONTINUING WILLINGNESS TO 
"DEEY WORLD PUBLIC OPINION AS EXPRESSED THROUGH UNGA." 

4. COMMENT: FOREGOING HARDLINE BELIES CERTAIN 
PRIVATE COMMENTS, ATTRIBUTED TO SENIOR SARG OEFICIAL, 

THAT DAMASCUS INTENDS BE MODERATE AT SC DEBATE AND WOULD 
NOT OBJECT TO EXTENDED ADJOURNMENT OF COUNCIL SESSION. 
MURPHY 
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